First place winner in the essay contest !!!
Beautify Southern Illinois

Illinois is a state in which we should be very proud to live. What better way is there to show our appreciation of our state than by protecting and preserving its beauty? The effort is more than worth it.  

Imagine yourself sitting in a baseball stadium about to watch an incredible baseball game.  You watch as the players take their places on the field, but as you watch, you see that something is wrong. All of the home team players have come, but only the coach has come from the visiting team. Who’s going to win? 
Just like baseball, we all need to work together to win against pollution.  We cannot expect our state to stay beautiful and clean if we shove our responsibilities onto someone else.  It simply doesn’t work that way.

You may want to help, but wonder how to get involved.  The first and probably easiest way is to not litter.  If it belongs in the trash, put it there.  Another way is recycling.  We can recycle aluminum cans, paper, plastic, and many other things.  They can be turned into other useful things.  A good example would be the high school’s track, which was paved with recycled tires.  

I would rather see the results  of my labor than the results of my neglect.  When I recently moved here, I noticed how clean and beautiful the parks and woods were compared to other states in which I’ve lived.  I don’t think our state is cleaner by accident.  We’ve labored to make Illinois a beautiful state. Shouldn’t we keep it that way?

~ essay written by Amber Fouts 

A ninth grader from Fairfield Community High School

